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WORLD  WHEAT  TRADE  IN  1959-60  TO  BE 
NEAR  LAST  SEASON'S  LEVEL 

World  wheat  exports  in  1959-60  are  expected  to  reach  1,300  million 
bushels.    This  approximates  the  1958-59  level  and  will  be  only  2  percent 
below  the  alltime  record  of  1,328  million  bushels  exported  in  1956-57* 

Although  total  world  import  requirements  remain  about  the  same  as  in 
1958-59;  there  have  been  substantial  shifts  in  requirements  and  supplies. 
A  record  wheat  crop  in  Western  Europe,  the  traditional  cash  market,  has 
reduced  that  area's  need  for  wheat  imports.    However,  demand  has  increased 
in  Asia,  North  Africa,  and  Latin  America — partly  because  of  smaller  pro- 
duction. 

Exports  from  Australia  and  France  are  larger  than  last  season,  while 
Argentine  shipments  are  smaller.    Exports  by  the  U.S.S.R.  are  expected  to 
show  a  decline  from  the  high  level  of  217  million  bushels  reached  in  1958-59* 
Little  change  is  likely  in  Canadian  shipments    (300  million  bushels  in 
1958-59);  but  U.  S.  exports  are  now  expected  to  reach  ^75  million  bushels, 
compared  with  hh-3  million  last  year.    This  increase  will  be  due  largely  to 
special  export  programs  such  as  Public  Law  KQO, 


(For  more  details,  and  statistics  since  1900,  see  the  Wheat  Situation 
April  27,  i960,  published  by  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service . ) 
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U.  S.  TOBACCO  EXPORTS  UP 

U.  S.  experts  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  February  i960  totaled  25.5 
million  pounds — a  gain  of  50  percent  from  February  a  year  ago.    The  value  of 
February  i960  exports  was  up  62  percent — $19.+  million,  compared  with  $12.0 
million. 

Most  of  the  rise  was  in  flue-cured  and  Burley.    There  were  also  gains 
in  Virginia  fire-cured,  Green  River,  One  Sucker,  and  Black  Fat.    Other  kinds 
showed  decreases. 

For  the  first  2  months  of  calendar  i960,  exports  totaled  ^8.5  million 
pounds--up  9  percent  from  the  first  2  months  of  calendar  1959-    For  the  period 
July  1959-February  i960,  exports  totaled  361.5  million  pounds--!  percent 
less  than  those  for  the  first  8  months  of  fiscal  1959-    The  value  of  exports 
was  the  same  in  both  periods--$272  million. 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:  U.S.  exports,  by  types  and  export  weight, 
February  and  January-February  1959  an(3-  i960,  with  percentage  change 


Type 

* 
• 

.  February 

Percent 

January-February 

"Percent 

;  1959 

i960 

'change 

1959 

i960 

[change 

:  1,000 
:  pounds  « 

1,000 
pounds 

Percent 

1,000 

pounds 

:  1,000 
pounds 

: Percent 

Dk. -fired  Ky.-Temn.. 

..:  1,252 
. . :  665 

19, to 

2,395 
:  908 
:  703 
700 

:       335  ' 
:  61 
+02 
270 

:  73 
:  19 

179 

+676.3 
•  +30.+  : 

-27.5 
+6.5 

-15.6 
+509.1 

+16.2 
-5^.6 
-71.-1 

+K.1 

32, ++7 
3,3^9 
3, +15 
1,296 

1,325 

:  167 

:  175 
'  737 
781 

'  391 
:  16 

389 

35,716 
5,729 
■    2, +85 
1,073 
1,061 
:  +96 
:  Qh 
'  595 
:  693 
'  153 
:  27 
1+12 

+  10.1 
:  +71.1 

•  -27.2 
:  -17.2 

•  -19.9 
: +197.0 

-52.0 
'  -19.3 
'  -11.3 

-60.9 
:  +68.8 

+5.9 

..:  17,019 

:  25, +52 

•  ++9.6 

1^,1+88 

•  U8,52+ 

+9.1 

: Million 
: dollars 

: Million 
-dollars 

•Percent 

Million 
dollars 

Million 
dollars 

Percent 

lq.k 

'  +61.7 

32.1 

36.+ 

+11. k 

T7 Includes  sun-cured 
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U.  S.  exports  of  tobacco  products  in  February  i960  were  valued  at  $7.2  mil- 
lion—up 6  percent  from  February  a  year  ago.    Exports  of  cigarettes,  at  1,^90 
million  pieces  were  k  percent  larger  than  in  February  1959*    All  other  cate- 
gories of  products  also  increased,  with  the  exception  of  chewing  tobacco,  which 
dropped  50  percent. 


TOBACCO  PRODUCTS:  U.  S.  exports,  February  and  January-February 
 1959  3-n(l  i960?  with  percentage  change  


Products  and  value 

February 

:  Percent 
'change 

Jan .  ■ 

-r  cu . 

'Percent 
'change 

:  1959 

:  i960 

;  1959 

'  I960 

Cigars  and  cheroots  i 

977 

.  1,821 

+  86.^ 

1,559 

3,21* 

+  108.1 

Cigarettes 

1,^90 

.  +  +  .3 

.  l,k2Q 

2,778 

2,932 

.  +5.5 

Chewing  and  snuff  j 

178 

!  88 

-50.6 

2U7 

190 

-23.1 

Smoking  tobacco  in  pkgs.  j 

57 

;  63 

+  10.5 

105 

106 

+  1.0 

Smoking  tobacco  in  bulk 

»*3 

507 

+  ih.k 

883 

1,236 

+  1+0.0 

Totaled  declared  value  ; 

+  8* 

(million  dollars )...... 

6.8 

7.2 

+  5.9 

13.1 

lk.2 

Bureau  of  the  Census 


JAPAN  INTRODUCING  NEW 
CIGARETTE  BRANDS 

The  Japan  Monopoly  Corporation  plans  to  put  two  new  brands  of  cigarettes  on 
sale  soon.    The  "Three  A's"  brand,  to  be  introduced  in  May,  will  be  a  medium- 
grade  cigarette  containing  15  percent  U.  S.  flue-cured.     "Hi' Lite",  to  go  on  sail 
in  June,  will  contain  3  percent  U.  S.  burley  leaf. 

At  present,  5  brands  of  Japanese  cigarettes  contain  U.  S.  leaf.  "Pearl"  is 
the  only  brand  now  being  sold  which  has  U.  S.  burley  as  an  ingredient.  Existing 
stocks  of  burley  in  Japan  will  cover  requirements  for  at  least  another  year. 

SWISS  DEMAND  FOR  "MARYLAND" 
CIGARETTES  INCREASES 

Swiss  consumption  of  cigarettes  containing  high  percentages  of  U.S.  Maryland 
tobacco  continued  upward  last  year.     Output  of  "Maryland-type"  cigarettes  amount- 
ed to  5.3  billion  pieces,  or  5I+  percent  of  total  cigarette  production  of  9-8 
billion  pieces.     In  1958,  this  type  of  cigarette  accounted  for  5«0  billion 
pieces,  or  52  percent  of  total  production  of  9.6  billion  pieces. 
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Output  of  American -blended  type  cigarettes  also  increased  in  1959>  but 
there  was  a  decline  in  all  other  kinds—oriental,  straight  Virginia,  and  do- 
mestic.   Filter-tipped  cigarettes  accounted  for  72  percent  of  total  1959 
Swiss  output — proportionately  higher  than  in  any  other  country. 

ONTARIO  FLUE -CURED  TOBACCO 
BRINGS  RECORD  PRICE 

Sales  of  1959  flue-cured  tobacco  produced  in  Ontario,  Canada,  closed  on 
March  11,  i960.    About         million  pounds  were  sold,  at  an  average  price  per 
pound  equivalent  to  58.9  U.  S.  cents.    This  was  a  record  price—about  6  cents 
above  the  previous  high,  for  the  1957  crop. 

Flue-cured  production  in  Canada  last  year  totaled  nearly  150  million 
pounds — about  31  million  pounds  less  than  the  195°  crop.    Very  unfavorable 
weather — including  hail,  wind,  drought,  and  frost — sharply  reduced  the  crop. 

MEXICAN  WINTER  VEGETABLE  SHIPMENTS,  MARCH  16-31 

The  following  winter  vegetables  from  the  West  Coast  of  Mexico  crossed 
the  border  at  Nogales,  Arizona,  from  March  16  to  31;  19^0  (in  1,000  pounds): 
tomatoes,  3<3>7*+2;  peppers,  1,79^-;  cucumbers,  573;  watermelons,  533;  green 
beans,  kll>  peas,  270;  eggplant,  180;  green  corn,  107;  and  squash,  52. 

NEW  ZEALAND  AMENDS  i960 
IMPORT  LICENSING  SCHEDULE 

Further  relaxations  in  New  Zealand's  import  licensing  schedule  were 
announced  on  March  10,  i960.    No  items  were  completely  exempted  from  licens- 
ing, but  a  new  category  "A"  was  created,  and  commodities  assigned  to  this 
classification  will  be  licensed  to  the  full  amount  of  the  importer's  request. 
Agricultural  items  in  this  new  category  are  soybeans,  treacle  or  molasses 
(mixed  with  bone-black),  pine  tar,  and  chicory. 

At  the  same  time,  discrimination  in  licensing  imports  of  timber  and 
timber  products  from  the  dollar  area  was  eliminated 

Some  agricultural  products  of  interest  to  the  U.  S.  trade  are  now 
admitted  on  an  import  replacement  basis  equivalent  to  150  percent  of  1959 
licenses.    They  include  grains,  dried  fruits,  fruit  pulp  (other  than  tomato, 
apricot,  and  rasaberry)  canned  pineapple,  infants  and  invalids  foods,  bulk 
rice,  molasses,  and  fur  skins. 

Certain  fruit  juices,  fresh  fruits,  and  nuts,  which  were  subject  to 
special  quota  allocations  for  i960,  have  been  assigned  alternative  quotas. 
These  alternative  quotas  are  based  on  a  specified  earlier  year's  trade  which 
the  importer  may  select,  if  such  an  allocation  is  more  favorable  to  him. 
Oranges,  unmanufactured  tobacco,  and  raw  cotton  continue  to  be  licensed  on 
an  individual  licensing  basis. 
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INCREASED  i960  SOUTH  AFRICAN 
CANNED  FRUIT  PACK  FORECAST 

A  small  increase  over  the  5"2~raillion  case  1958-59  South  African  canned 
fruit  pack  is  forecast  for  1959-60  "by  trade  sources.    Larger  packs  of  canned 
apricots  and  peaches  are  expected,  while  the  canned  pear  pack  is  expected  to 
remain  about  the  same.    The  quality  of  this  season's  canned  fruits  is  reported 
above  average. 

CANNED  FRUIT,  SELECTED:    Union  of  South  Africa,  production, 


Kind  of  fruit 

• 

;  Production 

;    Total  exports 

Exports  to 
\  United  Kingdom 

:       24/2^' s 

2K/2±* s 

2U/2i's 

,  383,016 

^23,896 
1,158,320 
358,988 
320,925 
1,156,1^0 

315,299 
1,057,978 
332,793 
296,779 
756,377 

5,1*88,57-7  : 

3,^18,269 

2,759,226 

Fruit  harvested  beginning  November  1958  and  processed  during  months 
corresponding  to  U.  S.  winter;  most  sales  from  this  pack  made  in  calendar 
1959«    2/    Includes  apples,  guavas,  pineapple,  plums  and  young  berries. 

About  62  percent  of  South  Africa's  1958-59  canned  fruit  was  exported;  the 
United  Kingdom  took  about  8l  percent  of  these  exports. 

Future  production  of  canned  fruits  in  South  Africa,  according  to  trade 
sources,  will  show  a  much  smaller  but  steadier  increase  than  in  the  past.  Most 
of  the  expansion  in  the  Union's  canning  industry  was  during  and  just  after 
World  War  II.     In  19^1-^-2,  production  of  canned  fruits  amounted  to  only  \  mil- 
lion cases  {2\j2\  cans),  compared  with  about  5"§"  million  cases  in  1958-59« 

Prices  paid  to  South  African  growers  for  apricots  and  peaches  by  grades, 


Grades 

Kind 

:  Super 

1st        :        2nd        :  3rd 

:1958-;1959- 
:  5,9    :  60 

•1958- -1959- -1958- *l959-: 1958- ;1959- 
:    SQ  :    60  :    so  :    60  :    so  :  6n 

Dollars  per  short  ton 


66 

:  62 

:    1+8  : 

3^ ; 

25  ! 

22 

Peaches  (Yellow  Clingstone'^... 

:    76  : 

66  S 

63 

:  50 

:    h2  : 

3^  : 

22  : 

22 

39 

:  31 

:    28  : 

20  : 

17  : 
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CANADA  HAS  SMALL  1959 
DRIED  APPLE  PACK 

Canada's  dried  apple  production  continues  to  be  smaller  than  average 
(1952-56)  production  of  600  tons.     The  1959  pack  is  now  estimated  at  350 
short  tons        larger  than  earlier  forecast,  but  still  50  tons  below  the 
1958  pack. 

Exports  from  the  Canadian  1959  and  1953  dried  apple  packs  were  53  and 
3^-  tons,  respectively;  the  United  States  was  the  main  market,  taking  50  tons 
last  year  and  26  tons  in  1958. 

Besides  being  the  main  export  market  for  Canadian  dried  apples,  the 
United  States  also  supplies  almost  all  of  Canada's  imports  of  dried  apples. 
In  the  first  11  months  of  1959>  Canada  imported  1,1^2  short  tons  from  the 
United  States  and  only  10  tons  from  China.     In  1953,  all  of  Canada's  dried 
apple  imports,  822  tons,  came  from  the  United  States. 

NEW  ZEALAND  WOOL  COMMISSION 
STOCKS  NEARLY  EXHAUSTED 

As  a  result  of  higher  wool  prices  for  nearly  a  year,  the  New  Zealand 
Wool  Commission  has  disposed  of  nearly  all  of  its  wool  stocks—about  31  »2 
million  pounds. 

The  commission  had  purchased  93^300  bales  by  the  end  of  last  season 
(June  1959)  and  Ilk  bales  this  season.    By  early  March  i960,  90,795  bales 
had  been  sold.     It  is  expected  that  receipts  will  show  a  net  profit 
equivalent  to  about  §>l.k  million  dollars. 

U.S.  EXPORTS  OF  LIVESTOCK  PRODUCTS 
TO  NETHERLANDS  RISE 

U.S.  exports  of  livestock  products  to  the  Netherlands  rose  sharply 
in  1959 j  reflecting  lower  prices  and  abundant  supplies  (see  table,  page  3). 

The  Netherlands  is  the  second  largest  foreign  market  for  both  U.S. 
tallow  and  greases  and  variety  meats.     It  has  also  been  a  large  importer 
of  U.S.  mohair,  hog  casings,  hides,  and  skins.     At  times,  it  has  imported 
sizable  quantities  of  fresh  and  cured  pork  items  and  during  1959;  lard 
imports  were  resumed.     (Many  of  these  imports,  however,  are  reexported 
after  some  processing.) 

The  Netherlands  still  has  quantitative  restrictions  on  the  importation 
of  many  livestock  and  meat  products.     Still  subject  to  import  quotas  are 
certain  classes  of  horses,  cattle,  and  hogs;  fresh,  chilled,  salted, 
smoked,  dried  and  pickled  beef,  pork,  and  horsemeat;  fresh,  chilled,  or 
frozen  bacon;  edible  slaughter  waste  of  horses,  cattle,  and  hogs  (fresh, 
chilled,  salted,  pickled,  dried,  or  smoked);  fatbacks  of  any  kind;  and 
raw  hog  fat. 

Import  licenses  are  still  required  for  all  goods;  however,  the  quota 
list  is  not  permanent  and  changes  may  be  made  at  any  time. 
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LIVESTOCK  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS:     U.S.  exports  to  the  Netherlands,  1957-59 


Commodity 

i  1957 

1958 

1959 

:  1,000  lb. 

1,000  lb. 

1,000  lb. 

Variety  meats  ( except  canned) 

0  n^Q 

1^,598  : 

)i    1  c;^ 

6  : 

1  li  f\1d 
J_H-,  U  |  U 

11,865 

119 

36,732 

27,811 

30,671 

 :  272 

76 

107 

710 

:  1,797 

8 

2 

 :  h,6h3 

:  79^ 

1,906 

'.  78U 

:  60 

33 

-  9 

1,5^7 

232,855 

\    139, 62U 

265,500 

6^2 

',  609 

790 

1  s 

;  852 

1,2^3 

1,803  ■ 

.1,000  pes. 

650 

:  320 
3,0l+6 
.1,000  pes. 

1,016 
\  352 

1,000  pes. 

Hides  and  skins  (pieces): 

•  1,369 

377 
kQ 

'.  870 

;  358 

6 

568 

;  25^ 

:  57 

CUBA  BUYING  BUTTER 
AMD  CANNED  MILK 


Cuba  announced  recently  that  it  is  permitting  the  import  of  100,000 
cases  of  evaporated  and  condensed  milk  and  2^-0,000  pounds  of  butter  to 
relieve  the  current  shortage  of  these  products.    Most  of  the  canned  milk 
probably  will  be  evaporated,  a  small  quantity  of  which  will  come  from  the 
United  States.    The  Netherlands  will  supply  the  rest  of  the  milk  and  all 
of  the  butter. 
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WINTER  CROP  OUTLOOK 
POOR  IN  POLAND 

As  early  as  mid- January  i960  the  Polish  press  indicated  that  prospects 
were  not  good  for  winter  crops  (rye,  wheat,  rape,  and  vetches).    The  drought 
which  "began  in  the  summer  of  1959  delayed  fall  sowing;  only  90  percent  of 
the  planned  areas  was  sown  and  winter  grain  on  30  percent  of  the  seeded  area 
had  germinated  very  poorly.    In  January  it  was  estimated  that  at  least  2.2 
million  acres  would  have  to  be  reseeded  in  the  spring. 

According  to  more  recent  reports,  the  drought  has  persisted  through 
the  winter  and  into  March,  and  light  snowfall  and  severe  cold  have  caused 
winter  damage.    Also  with  ground  moisture  very  low,  wind  erosion  has  been 
common.    Reported  fertilizer  shortage  does  not  brighten  the  outlook. 

Poland  probably  will  have  to  import  considerable  grain  during  I96O-6I. 
It  has  been  an  importer  of  grain,  chiefly  from  the  Soviet  Union,  and 
recently  also  from  the  United  States  and  Canada.    Complete  data  for  total 
imports  during  1959-60'  are  not  available;  however,    grain    imports  were 
increased  on  account  of  the  drought.    Reportedly,  the  U.S.S.R.  increased 
the  ^+00,000  metric  tons  of  grain  provided  for  in  a  trade  agreement  to 
800,000  tons.    About  250,000  metric  tons  of  wheat  and  barley  were  purchased 
from  Canada,  and  Title  I,  Public  Law  1+80  agreements  with  the  United  States 
called  for  shipment  of  800,000  metric  tons  of  wheat  and  1+00,000  tons  of 
feed  grains . 

AUSTRALIAN  BEEF  SHIPMENTS 
TO  U.S.  IN  MARCH 

Three  ships  left  Australia  in  late  March  with  2,150,^+00  pounds  of 
frozen  beef  for  the  United  States.     (Cities  listed  indicate  locations  of 
purchasers  and  are  usually  also  the  port  of  arrival  and  general  market 
area  for  the  meat;  in  some  cases,  meat  may  be  diverted  to  other  areas  for 
sale . ) 


Ship 

Destination  l/ 

'  Quantity 
!  (pounds) 

,  Los  Angeles 
San  Francisco 
Chicago 
Seattle 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Boston 

:  1+1+1,280 
:  1,050,560 
:  165,760 
:  1^5,600 

96,320 
1^7,81+0 
103,01+0 

In  addition  to  the  quantity  reportedly  shipped  on  the  Monterey  (Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  April  18,  i960)  1+9, 280  more  pounds  are  destined  for  Los 
Angeles. 
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URUGUAYAN  EXPORTS  OF  HIDES 
AND  SKINS  AGAIN  REDUCED 

Uruguayan  exports  of  hides  and  skins  In  1959  dropped  to  a  5-year 
low.    Only  28  million  pounds  of  cattle  and  calf  skins  were  exported,  com- 
pared with  28.2  million  in  1958  and  39.  ^  million  pounds  in  1957.  Exports 
of  sheep  skins  at  13. 1  million  pounds  in  1959  were  moderately  below  13.7 
million  in  1958  "but  greater  than  1957  exports  of  12.5  million. 

Several  factors  contributed  to  the  drop  in  exports.    Cattle,  calf, 
and  sheep  slaughter  declined  during  the  year.    Weather  was  the  worst  in 
36  years;  thousands  of  cattle  and  sheep  were  drowned  or  were  lost  "because 
of  disease  and  malnutrition  caused  indirectly  by  the  bad  weather.    At  the 
same  time,  hide  and  skin  dealers,  anticipating  more  favorable  export  terms 
in  i960  as  a  result  of  Uruguay's  new  foreign  trade  law  (Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  December  28,  1959)  started  stockpiling. 

CANADA  TO  MAKE  EGG 
DEFICIENCY  PAYMENT 

The  Canadian  Government  announced  recently  that  its  egg  deficiency 
payment  for  eggs  marketed  in  the  first  quarter  of  i960  will  be  8  cents 
per  dozen.    The  payment  will  be  made  for  all  Grade  A  large  and  extra- 
large  eggs  up  to  a  total  of  1,000  dozen  marketed  by  each  producer  register- 
ed with  the  Agricultural  Stabilization  Board. 

The  national  weighted  average  price  for  Grade  A  large  eggs  during 
January  1  to  March  31  was  25.4  cents  per  dozen,  or  7*6  cents  below  the 
weighted  average  support  price  of  33  cents  per  dozen.    However,  due  to 
the  slightly  lower  average  price  during  the  last  quarter  of  1959>  "the 
total  payment  will  be  8  cents  per  dozen. 

Egg  marketings  during  January  1  to  March  26  were  7  percent  below 
marketings  for  the  same  period  of  1959;  and  for  the  week  ending  March  26, 
marketings  were  12  percent  below  the  same  week  of  1959* 

YUGOSLAV  WHEAT  PROSPECTS 
GENERALLY  GOOD 

Prospects  for  Yugoslavia's  i960  wheat  crop  are  generally  good,  though 
conditions  have  been  less  favorable  than  last  year,  when  the  outturn 
was  an  alltime  record.    Most  wheat  came  through  the  winter  in  good  shape 
despite  some  winterkill  and  flood  damage. 

At  the  end  of  February  the  condition  of  winter  wheat  was  officially 
estimated  as  follows:    Poor--!+  percent,  good — 6h  percent,  very  good--29 
percent,  and  excellent--3  percent.    More  of  this  year's  acreage  is  seeded 
to  high-yielding  Italian  varieties.    About  70  percent  of  the  Italian 
wheat  is  "San  Pastore,"  which  wintered  with  little  damage.  "Fortunato" 
and  "Mara,"  however,  suffered  some  damage. 
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CUBA  INCREASES  LIMIT 
ON  SUGAR  CROP 

The  Cuban  Government  announced  on  April  6,  i960,  that  it  was  raising 
the  limit  on  the  overall  sugar  crop  for  i960  to  5 > 700, 000  Spanish  long 
tons  (6,^7!+, 000  short  tons). 

This  is  an  increase  of  200,000  Spanish  long  tons  (227,000  short  tons) 
over  the  restricted  crop  of  5*5  million  Spanish  long  tons  (6,21+7,000 
short  tons)  authorized  January  21,  i960.    Trade  and  official  sources  agree 
that  Cuba  has  enough  sugarcane  this  year  to  permit  manufacture  of  the  full 
quantity  of  sugar  permitted. 

RUSSIAN  SUGAR  INDUSTRY  EXPANDING 

Since  1950,  the  U.S.S.R.  has  built  56  new  sugar  mills  (bringing  total 
mills  to  about  256  in  1959)  a^d  has  also  renovated  and  enlarged  many  old 
mills,  especially  in  the  Ukraine—the  largest  sugar  beet  area  in  the  U.S.S.R. 
As  a  result,  sugar  production  in  the  1959-60  campaign  was  reportedly  6.5 
million  short  tons,  or  171  percent  larger  than  1950-51  output  of  2.k 
million  tons.    The  1958-59  record  crop  of  6.9  million  tons  was  188  per- 
cent greater  than  the  1950-51  crop. 

Further  expansion  in  capacity  is  planned  or  underway.    By  I96I, 
daily  slicing  capacity  is  expected  to  be  228,000  short  tons  more  than  in 
1959*     If  is  indicated  that  by  1965  total  capacity  may  be  as  much  as  50 
percent  larger  than  in  1958. 

VENEZUELA  CREATES  DIRECTORATE 
OF  COFFEE  AND  CACAO  FUND 

In  March  i960,  Venezuela  created  the  Directorate  of  the  National 
Fund  for  Coffee  and  Cacao  authorized  in  February  1959* 

Among  its  duties,  the  Directorate  will  (l)  collaborate  with  the 
National  Executive  in  planning  and  executing  measures  to  develop  and 
improve  coffee  and  cacao  zones;   (2)  promote  a  national  system  of  Associa- 
tions of  Producers  of  each  crop;   (3)  develop  producers'  marketing,  credit 
and  service  cooperatives  oriented  especially  toward  providing  members  with 
credit,  technical  aid,  and  commercialization  of  their  products;   (h)  colla- 
borate with  existing  services  in  giving  technical  advice  to  the  above 
cooperatives  and  associations;  and  (5)  disseminate  world  market  price 
information. 

CUBA  AND  POLAND  SIGN 
TRADE  AGREEMENT 

Cuba  and  Poland  have  signed  a  trade  and  payments  agreement.  Cuba 
will  export  sugar,  coffee,  leaf  tobacco,  and  other  products  to  Poland, 
and  will  import  Polish  agricultural  and  industrial  machinery,  helicopters, 
and  airplanes. 
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WEST  GERMANY  FACES 
RYE  SURPLUS  PROBLEM 

West  Germany  is  faced  with  a  large  rye  surplus.    Rye  stocks  have  doubled 
since  1956;  on  July  1,  1959,  they  amounted  to  1.1  million  tons.    Most  of  these 
stocks  are  held  "by  the  government,  as  it  is  legally  hound  to  take  all  rye  not 
marketed.    The  surplus  presents  a  dual  problem,  since  (l)  rye  is  about  the  only 
crop  farmers  can  grow  on  light  soils,  and  (2)  exports  would  require  large 
subsidies  because  of  the  lower  world  market  price. 

The  government  is  now  considering  compulsory  admixture  of  rye,  and  other 
surplus  commodities,  in  mixed  feeds.    The  feed-mixing  industry  has  protested 
against  this  measure,  as  they  claim  it  would  force  upon  feed  buyers  a  high-priced, 
inferior  product.    The  industry  has  suggested  a  plan  comparable  to  the  "grain 
exchange"  plan  of  1931 — the  old  German  import  certificate  system.    Basically,  the 
program  would  apply  to  all  cereals;  for  rye,  it  would  work  as  follows:  Exporters 
would  be  given  certificates  permitting  them  to  import  an  equal  quantity  of 
another  product  free  of  duty  or  equalization  fee,  or  at  a  greatly  reduced  tariff. 
This  would  permit  the  export  of  rye  at  world  market  prices  and  the  import  of  duty- 
free milo  corn. 

BRAZIL  TAKING  MORE  U.S.  HOPS 

U.S.  exports  of  hops  to  Brazil,  the  leading  Latin  American  market,  totaled 
1,012,277  pounds  valued  at  $776, 711  during  the  first  5  months  (September -January) 
of  1959-60,  compared  with  961,562  pounds  worth  $861,020  in  the  same  period  last 
season.    The  increase  is  attributed  to  brewers'  stockpiling  because  of  low  prices. 

Brazilian  breweries  depend  almost  entirely  on  imported  hops,  as  domestic  pro- 
duction is  only  about  33,000  pounds  annually.    From  80  to  90  percent  of  the  imports 
come  from  the  United  States  and  the  balance  from  West  Germany,  Czechoslovakia, 
Yugoslavia,  and  Belgium.    Quantity  and  f.o.b.  value  of  imports  in  calendar  1958 
and  1959  follow: 


From 

1958 

:  1959 

Quantity 

F.o.b. 

value 

Per 
pound 

'  Quantity 

:  F.o.b. 

:  value 

:  Per 
:  pound 

Pounds 

Dollars 

Cents 

:  Pounds 

:  Dollars 

Cents 

United  States . . . 
Germany,  West . . . 
Czechoslovakia. . 

.  1,6^9,323 
76, khh 

26,173 
76,352 
55,o8o 

.  1,, 589,97^ 
227,73^ 
58,998' 
159,595: 
38,712 

:      96. h 

297.9 
225.  k 
209.0 
70.3  : 

:  2,230,W+ 
:  ^05,153 
:  1W,775 
6^,61+8 

:  1,7U2,182 
;  500,116 
:  203,79^ 
:  87,1+93 
13,730 

:  78.1 
:  123.1+ 
136.9 
135.3 
1+2.2 

32,522: 

,  1,883,372 

2,075,013' 

110.2 

:  2,881,582 

:  2,5^7, 315 

88.1+ 

Source:    Bank  of  Brazil. 
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U.S.  RICE  EXPORTS  LARGEST 
SINCE  APRIL  1957 

U.S.  rice  exports  in  February,  at  2,lU0,000  cwt.  (100  pounds)  in 
terms  of  milled,  were  considerably  above  January  exports  of  1,79°, 000 
cwt.,  and  were  the  largest  since  April  1957*    Principal  destinations 
were  Indonesia,  India,  and  Cuba;  smaller,  but  important,  quantities  were 
shipped  to  islands  off  Japan,  the  United  Kingdom,  Union  of  South  Africa 
and  other  countries. 


Rice  exports  in  the  first  7  months  (August -February)  of  the  current 
marketing  year,  at  11,02^.000  cwt.,  were  well  ahead  of  the  6,699,000  cwt. 
in  the  same  months  of  1958-59.    Those  to  Asia  were  5,380,000  cwt.,  up 
sharply  from  1,988,000  cwt.  in  the  1958-59  period. 

The  1,582,000  cwt.  exported  to  Europe  were  533,000  cwt.  more  than  in 
the  corresponding  1958-59  period.    More  rice  was  shipped  to  Belgium- 
Luxembourg,  West  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  Sweden,  and  the  United  Kingdom. 
Exports  to  Cuba,  however,  were  ^19, 000  cwt.  less  than  the  2,627,000  bags 
shipped  in  August -February  1958-59. 

RICE:    U.S.  exports,  in  terms  of  milled  l/,  to  specified  countries, 
August -February  1959-60,  and  February  i960 


Country  of 
destination 


• August - 
•  February 
: 1959-60 


February 
i960 


Country  of 
destination 


; August - 
•February 
;  1959-60 


February 
I960 


1,000 
cwt. 


1,000 
cwt. 


192  : 

23 

37  : 

5 

2,208  ! 

klQ 

Netherlands  : 

hi  \ 

!  8 

63 

0 

• 

58 

i  9 

• 

Belgium-  : 

278 

:  12 

:  2k 

h26 

:  25 

h2 

:  3 

United  Kingdom..: 

• 

292 

• 

90h 

h2Q 

3,213 

Iraq.  : 

Nansei  &  Nanpo  I si. . . : 

Pakistan.  , . . . : 

Saudi  Arabia  : 

Other  Arabian  States  : 

Egypt  : 

French  West  Africa...: 

Ghana  : 

Liberia  : 

Union  of  South  Africa: 

• 
• 

Oceania  : 

Other  countries .,....: 
Section  kl6  : 


1,000 
cwt. 


World  total  :  11,02*+ 


3h2 

37 

136 

132 

ihj 

16 

hi 

:  9 

88 

:  6 

hhl 

:  0 

kk 

:  0 

82 

:  5 

212 

:  13 

163 

:  hi 

29 

!  6 

367 

:  98 

26k 

:  235 

l/  Includes  brown,  broken,  screenings,  and  brewers1  rice  and  rough  rice 
converted  to  terms  of  milled  at  65  percent. 
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IMPORT  POLICY  CHANGES  IN 
UNITS  OF  WEST  INDIES 

The  units  of  the  Federation  of  The  West  Indies  continue  to  establish 
their  own  import  policy  in  the  absence  of  a  Customs  Union. 

The  Government  of  St.  Kitts -Nevis -Anguilla  has  liberalized  its  quota 
restrictions  on  imports.    Any  goods  can  now  be  imported  from  the  United 
States  without  a  specific  license  with  the  exception  of  a  few  no nagri cultural 
and  the  following  agricultural  items:  Fats  and  oils  and  rice,  which  are 
covered  by  regional  agreements;  sugar;  cornmeal;  wheat  grain  and  flour;  and 
manufactured  tobacco,  including  cigarettes. 

Barbados  has  further  relaxed  import  restrictions.    The  only  agricul- 
tural items  now  requiring  licenses  are:    Fats  and  oils;  rice;  coconut  and 
cottonseed  meal;  shell  eggs;  poultry  meat;  prepared  poultry  feeds;  and 
alimentary  pastes. 

Jamaica  has  redefined  as  follows  two  items  on  its  list  of  import 
restrictions:     "Wheat  flour,  unenriched"  has  been  changed  to  "Wheat  flour, 
other  than  whole  wheat  flour  and  flour  enriched;"  "Fresh  vegetables"  has 
been  changed  to  "Vegetables  (sweet  pepper,  tomatoes,  beetroot,  white 
cabbage,  pumpkin,  carrots  and  cucumber)." 

U.S.  COARSE  GRAIN  EXPORTS 
CONTINUE  UPWARD 

U.S.  coarse  grain  exports  during  July-February  1959-60  totaled  7*9 
million  metric  tons,  approximately  10  percent  above  those  a  year  earlier. 

Corn  exports  accounted  for  ^7.*+  percent  of  the  total  (3-7  million 
tons),  with  the  United  Kingdom  taking  k'J  percent  (or  1.3  million  tons.) 

Grain  sorghums  comprised  23.5  percent  of  the  total  exports,  with  the 
Netherlands  and  Belgium-Luxembourg  the  principal  destinations. 

Barley  exports  accounted  for  23.3  percent  of  the  total,  and  oats  for 
5.8  percent.    The  Netherlands,  Belgium-Luxembourg,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
bought  most  of  the  barley.    West  Germany  and  the  Netherlands  were  the  main 
markets  for  oats. 

Total  coarse  grain  exports  during  March  are  estimated  to  be  below 
those  in  the  same  month  of  1959*    However,  shipments  are  expected  to  pick 
up  again  in  May  and  June  of  this  year.    Total  1959-60  (July-June)  exports 
should  therefore  be  substantially  above  the  10. 9  million  tons  exported 
last  season. 
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COARSE  GRAINS:    U.S.  exports  to  principal  countries,  July-February  1958-59 

and  July-February  1959-60 


Destination 

•  4 

•  i 

:    Corn  1/  . 

• 

Oats 

Barley 

Uraln 
sorghums 

i  Total 

: 

:    Metric  ! 

:    Metric  ! 

;  Metric 

! 

:  Metric 

i  Metric 

:  tons 

tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

o  U-Ljr    ±  cui  lieu  jr    17  J^J  J/ 

• 

An  q+t*"1  a 

•         37  OAft 

6,750 

i       Z.3  818 

Rpl  firl  iiTTi— Till  YATnVimiT*^ 

:      171  76l 

:        53  908: 

213,554:  335,344: 

77/  5A7 

17  2/6 

!         2  388 

i  52,704 

:  141,767: 

21 A  105 

41,166 

533 

!            — —  J 

!  A1.699 

128,025 

t  10,030 

i  379,117 

:  111,517: 

628  689 

:  59.157 

:  11.055 

:  6,467 

s  15.951 

I        92  630 

15.0A8 

!  6,096 

!  1,016, 

:  22,160 

Italy   

10,624. 

s  35,458 

:  12: 

!        Lh  09A 

520.672 

\      171  7Z7 

!  428,865 

s  382,693: 

1.503  977 

:  27,1^1 

!  2,969 

:  54,912 

!  85,022 

Poland   

A  557! 

!  119,230 

>         —  ; 

!      123  787 

/I  213 

!  48,903 

5  19,754 

!       1DQ  A7n 

>        XVJ  7  j  0  /  u 

1/  137 

■           A  02A 

>  0,7<0 

;  3,866 

:  20,959 

:  1,684. 

!  4.959' 

;  21,748 

!  1,524 

:  29.915 

'              *-7  ,  /X^ 

:  1,242,894 

:  11,473 

i  3,772 

!  363,666: 

1,621,805 

:  1,484 

s  42 

!  2,817 

:  4,343 

ip  A 

!  — 

1 

:  33,o26 

! 

:  20,321 

:  129,108 

!  183,055 

:  273,931 

i  262,811 

:  536,742 

ATT     «  4.  U  ^  **  « 

:  719,o05 

7,190 

185,131 

:  169,077 

:  1,081,003 

:  3,361,039 

:  279,718' 

.  1,801,112 

:  1,747,300 

.  7,189,169 

Jul v-F  ebruarv  1959-60 

189  583 

•          *>  177- 

34,565 

:  5,556: 

234,881 

B  elgium— Luxembourg 

:      2ZA  927 

!         19  52A 

i  101,666 

:  398,758: 

764,875 

:  A3.Z.69 

•        13  ?67 

!  167,920 

:  188,133' 

:  U2,789 

France  ............. 

16  319 

:  16,319 

273.017 

;       118  699 

313,044 

:  222,701: 

.  927,461 

:  18.356 

!  12,203 

30,559 

:       4-3, 9H 

:  508 

!  13,792 

:         —     :  58,214 

Italy   

:  34,853 

!  3,785 

:  26,739 

80: 

65,457 

*  657,736 

s  247,117' 

.  384,553 

:  448,594: 

1,738,000 

:  45,979 

6,909 

:  68,168: 

121,056 

Poland   

:  47,874 

!  347,546' 

!  51,135: 

.  446,555 

:  33,695 

s  64,837 

ft  1 
ft  ™ 

98,532 

:       14,681:  26,584 

:  1,856 

s  32,170: 

!  75,291 

:  20,602 

:  18,791 

t  28,857 

i  1,431: 

i  69,681 

:  1,250,879 

1  2,032 

t  67,174 

i  253,443: 

1,573,528 

!  167 

!  2,777 

:  2,031: 

29,162 

•  4 
ft  ™" 

!  5,750 

s  9,893: 

65,586 

:  17 

i  27,434 

s  118,637: 

195,651 

ft                 ™  ~ 

s  61,741 

■ 

!  209,861 

:  528,130 

!  3,437: 

170,642 

53,101: 

755,310 

Total   

•  3,735,827: 

459,105: 

1,840,005: 

1,853,831: 

7,888,768 

1/  Includes  corn  for  seed,  except  sweet  and  exports  for  relief  or  charity. 
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NETHERLANDS  IMPORTS 
MORE  RICE 

Rice  imports  into  the  Netherlands  in  1959,  at  81,200  metric  tons, 
were  12,920  tons  more  than  in  1958.    Quantities  from  Communist  China  and 
the  United  States  increased  sharply,  while  those  from  Burma,  Italy,  and 
Surinam  showed  a  moderate  gain.    Imports  from  Thailand  and  Egypt 
declined  "because  supplies  were  low  in  those  countries. 

Of  the  types  imported,  52,117  tons  of  milled,  not  "broken,  rice 
were  from  the  following  sources  (tons):    Thailand,  2O.96I;  Communist 
China,  10, 36^  United  States,  9,658;  North  Korea,  5,0^7;  Burma,  3,052; 
and  other  countries,  3>035«    Broken  rice  imports  totaling  23,809  tons 
came  from  Communist  China,  6,867;  Burma,  6,810;  United  States,  2,907; 
Belgium-Luxembourg,  2,7^3j  Surinam,  1,065,  and  other  countries,  3>^17« 

Imports  of  whole  milled,  completely  polished,  totaled  ^-,^58  tons; 
2,7^-5  were  from  the  United  States  and  1,713  from  other  sources. 

Of  the  8l6,000  tons  of  semi -milled  rice  imported,  7^5,000  were 
from  Surinam. 


RICE:     Imports  into  the  Netherlands,  by  country  of  origin, 
average  1951-55;  annual  1956-59 


Country  of 
origin 


1951-55 


1956 


1957 


195S 


1959 


Belgium- 
Luxembourg  . . . 

Burma  

Communist  China 


Egypt . . . 
Italy. . . 

Surinam, 


Thailand  

United  States.. 
Other  countries 


Total. 


Metric 
tons 


1,56^ 
8,765 
200 

297 

7,379 

868 

i+5,126 
695 
3,609 


68,503 


Metric 
tons 


3,857 
9,122 

1/ 

1/ 
^,953 
2,383 

35,38^ 
7,677 
3/10,^97 


Metric 
tons 


5,020 
8,508 

1/ 

3,125 
2,67^ 
2,535 

3^65 
872 

2,759 


Metric 
tons 


6,112 

6,877 
8,338 

6,66^ 
1,979 
919 

31,318 
l,i+26 
k,6kl 


73,873 


59,958 


68,280 


Metric 
tons 


3,5^0 
9,862 
2/22,278 

990 
2,259 
1,120 

21,838 
15,310 

i+,003 


81,200 


l/  If  any,  included  in  "other  counties".  2/  Includes  5,0^7  tons  from 
North  Korea.    3/  Includes  5>000  tons  from  Brazil. 


Source:    Maandstatistick  van  de  in-,  int-en  doorvoer  per  goederensoort . 
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NIGERIAN  OILSEED  EXPORTS 
TO  DECLINE  THIS  YEAR 

Nigerian  exports  of  oilseeds  in  i960  are  expected  to  be  somewhat 
below  the  level  of  1959,  but  little  change  is  foreseen  in  exports  of  vege- 
table oils. 

Peanut  exports  are  expected  to  be  down  sharply  as  a  result  of  smaller 
purchases  during  the  1959-60  season  and  a  sizable  reduction  in  stocks  last 
year  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  28,  i960).    Peanut  oil  exports, 
however,  probably  will  be  near  the  level  of  1959  because  sales  of  peanuts 
to  local  crushers  are  expected  to  approximate  those  of  the  previous  year. 


OILSEEDS  AND  OILS:    Nigeria,  exports  of  specified  items, 

annual  1957-59 


Item 

;  1957 

1958 

1959  1/ 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  short 

short 

short 

:  tons 

tons 

tons 

Oilseed: 

 :  338.7 

57^.8 

556.9 

 :  ^.9 

W2. 1 

 :        32.8  « 

67.6 

50.6 

13.7 

20.3 

 :  17.2 

:  15.9 

3.6 

865.I 

1,166.2 

1,113.5 

Oils: 

 ':  lk2.h 

163.O 

:  17^ 

 :  kk.l 

28.0 

:  31.6 

 :  ^3.3 

kh.3 

:  53.5 

 :  229.8 

235.3 

:  259.5 

l/  Preliminary. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

No  marked  expansion  is  foreseen  in  palm  oil  and  palm  kernel  exports. 
Domestic  consumption  of  palm  oil  is  said  to  be  increasing  rapidly.  Also, 
wages  and  prices  have  risen  steadily  in  recent  years ,  but  Marketing  Board 
prices  for  palm  products  have  changed  little  since  1956.    Thus,  laborers 
are  finding  other,  more  profitable  employment. 

The  exportable  supply  of  cottonseed  is  about  half  that  of  last  season 
because  of  a  reduced  1959-60  cotton  crop.    Sesame  seed  exports,  on  the 
other  hand,  should  be  at  a  higher  level  in  i960  as  purchases  from  the  1959-60 
crop  exceeded  22,000  short  tons,  a  record  high. 

Production  of  soybeans  in  1959-60  was  little  changed  from  the  reduced 
output  in  1958-59;  and  exports  probably  will  be  about  the  same  as  the  small 
volume  shipped  in  1959 • 
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ARGENTINE  SUNFLOWER  SEED  ACREAGE  DOWN 

Argentina's  third  official  estimate  of  area  sown  to  sunflower  seed 
in  1959-60  is  3,188,000  acres,  down  4.5  percent  from  the  comparable 
estimate  of  the  previous  year.    Production  of  sunflower  seed  in  1958-59 
was  426,600  short  tons  from  1,893,330  harvested  acres. 

The  average  sown  area    for  1955-59  was  3,036,000  acres  and  the 
I950-59  average  was  3,028,000  acres.    The  outturn  of  sunflower  seed  in 
1955-59  averaged  619,000  short  tons  and  the  1950-59  average  was  662,000 
tons. 

SUEZ  CANAL  SOYBEAN  SHIPMENTS 
CONTINUE  LARGE  IN  JANUARY 

Shipments  of  oil-bearing  materials  northward  through  the  Suez  Canal 
in  January  were  one -fourth  above  the  volume  of  January  1959.  Larger 
shipments  of  soybeans  from  Communist  China  accounted  for  almost  all  of 
the  increase. 

Northbound  oilseed  shipments  in  the  first  4  months  of  the  current 
marketing  year  were  40  percent  above  those  of  October-January  1958-59* 
Although  soybeans  accounted  for  most  of  the  increase — primarily 
soybeans  from  Communist  China  --  shipments  of  all  oil-bearing  materials 
except  peanuts  and  cottonseed  were  up. 

Soybean  shipments  in  January,  at  4.5  million  bushels,  were  con- 
siderably greater  than  the  2.6  million  bushels  of  January  1959 j  Du"t  were 
more  than  a  million  bushels  below  the  postwar  record  of  5*8  million 
bushels  shipped  in  December  1959  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  28, 
i960).    October-January  soybean  shipments  totaled  13.1  million  bushels, 
compared  with  only  6.8  million  bushels  in  October-January  1958-59* 


OILSEEDS;    Suez  Canal,  northbound  shipments  by  kind,  January  1959 
and  i960;  October -January  1958-59  and  1959-60 


Commodity 

|  January 

°  October-January 

i  1959 

i960 

:  1958-59 

!  1959-60 

Short 
tons 

:  Short 
tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

Short 
tons 

Soybeans  l/  

Copra. «..........,< 

Peanuts  , 

Cottonseed  , 

Flaxseed  2/......., 

Others ............. 

77.2  ' 
;        58.4  ' 

16.5  : 
6.6  s 
l.l  : 

15.4  : 

'  134.5 
;  46.3 
:  11.0 

3.3 

5.5 
29.8  : 

:      202.8  ! 
:     199.5  : 
\       54.0  : 
:       37.5  : 
:        6.6  : 
66.1  j 

392.4 
240.3 
36.4 
19.8 
13.2 
94.8 

175.2  ! 

230.4 

566.5  ! 

796.9 

1/  To  convert  to  bushels  use  33*3  bushels  per  ton.  2/  To  convert  to 
bushels  use  35.7  bushels  per  ton. 


Source:    Suez  Canal  Authority,  Monthly  Bulletin  (Cairo,  Egypt). 
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URUGUAY  FREES  EXPORTS 
OF  SUNFLOWER  SEED  OIL 

The  Uruguayan  Government  freed  sunflower  seed  oil  exports  from  all  con- 
trols by  a  decree  of  March  15,  i960,  and  at  the  same  time  placed  imports 
of  soybean  oil  in  the  free  market  category  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
March  28,  i960) .    Previously  the  government  had  issued  export  licenses  for 
sunflower  seed  oil  only  when  the  supply  exceeded  domestic  demand. 

The  purpose  of  the  decree  is  as  follows:    By  allowing  soybean  oil  to 
be  imported  freely  and  sunflower  seed  oil  to  be  exported  freely,  a  pro- 
spective sharp  rise  in  domestic  edible  oil  prices  can  be  averted  and, 
because  of  the  difference  in  the  world  price  levels  of  the  2  oils,  Uruguay 
can  gain  foreign  exchange.    Crude  soybean  oil  currently  is  about  9»3  cents 
per  pound  c.i.f.  European  ports,  while  crude  sunflower  seed  oil  is  11. k 
cents  per  pound. 

Because  of  dry  weather  during  much  of  the  growing  season,  the  1959-60 
sunflower  seed  crop  in  Uruguay  is  expected  to  be  sharply  below  earlier 
expectations  and  not  adequate  for  domestic  requirements.    The  crop  har- 
vested last  spring  was  also  sharply  reduced  because  of  floods  just  prior 
to  harvest. 

PHILIPPINES  PROPOSES  BAN 
ON  SOYBEAN  IMPORTS 

A  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  Philippine  Congress  which  would 
reduce  soybean  imports  in  I96I,  reduce  them  further  in  I962,  and  ban  imports 
in  I963  and  thereafter.    The  purpose  of  the  bill  is  twofold:     (l)  to  increase 
domestic  production  of  soybeans,  and  (2)  to  conserve  foreign  exchange.  The 
bill  provides  that  the  1959  volume  of  soybean  imports  will  be  the  base,  and 
imports  in  I96I  and  1962  will  be  reduced  to  60  percent  and  30  percent, 
respectively,  of  the  base  year.    Imports  in  1959  were  60,850  bushels,  of 
which  55>628  bushels  were  from  the  United  States. 

Although  no  data  are  available  on  soybean  acreage  and  production  in 
the  Philippines,  output  is  believed  to  have  increased  appreciably  in  recent 
years.    This  year  the  Philippine  Department  of  Agriculture  plans  to  separate 
statistics  on  production  of  soybeans  from  that  of  other  dry  beans,  all  of 
which  have  been  combined  in  previous  years. 

Soybeans  are  used  in  the  Philippines  for  making  soy  sauce,  tokua  (a 
soybean  curd) ,  and  vegetable  milk. 

U.S.  DAIRY  CATTLE 
ARRIVE  IN  COLOMBIA 

The  first  shipment  of  U.S.  purebred  cattle  to  Colombia  since  that 
country  removed  its  cattle  import  ban  late  last  year  has  arrived  in  Bogota. 
The  shipment,  from  Wisconsin,  consisted  of  6  top-quality  heifers,  h  bred, 
that  sold  for  $800  to  $1,500  each.    They  were  purchased  by  a  Colombian 
cattleman  who  plans  to  enter  them  in  the  Bogota  Fair. 
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SPANISH  COTTON  IMPORT  NEEDS  LOWER 

Large  beginning  stocks  and  a  record  1959-60  domestic  crop  have  cut 
Spain's  cotton  import  requirements  this  season. 

Imports  of  1^8,000  hales  (70  percent  U.  S.  cotton)  in  1958-59  were 
69  percent  ahove  the  preceding  season.    The  larger  imports,  along  with 
a  slightly  larger  1958-59  crop  and  no  increase  in  consumption,  resulted 
in  a  sizable  stock  buildup  last  season.     Stocks  at  the  beginning  of 
1959-60  were  estimated  at  250,000  bales,  nearly  3  times  the  85,000  bales 
on  hand  a  year  earlier.    In  addition,  the  1959-60  crop  now  being  harvested 
is  expected  to  reach  a  record  level  of  275,000  bales.    This  ^9-percent 
increase  in  production  from  1958-59  is  attributed  largely  to  a  21 -percent 
increase  in  acreage  (to  520,000  from  ^-30,000)  and  adequate  moisture  early 
in  the  growing  season. 

The  larger  supply  on  hand,  slightly  lower  consumption,  and  prospects 
for  record  production  sharply  curtailed  cotton  imports  during  the  first 
half  (August -January)  of  this  season,  as  import  purchases  were  delayed 
pending  the  outcome  of  the  current  crop.    Only  2,000  bales  were  imported 
during  August -January  1959-60,  compared  with  2^0,000  in  the  same  months 
of  last  season.    Although  imports  will  be  larger  in  coming  months,  total 
imports  this  season  will  be  substantially  below  the  high  level  reached 
in  1958-59«    The  Spanish  Cotton  Center  recently  purchased  about  30,000 
bales  of  U.  S.  cotton  under  Section  k02  of  the  ICA  program. 

Cotton  consumption  of  2^6,000  bales  during  August -January  1959-60 
was  k  percent  below  the  first  half  of  last  season.    However,  the  pressure 
of  large  finished  goods  inventories  was  relieved  somewhat  during  the  first 
part  of  1959-60,  following  a  pickup  in  textile  sales  for  export.  The  rate 
of  consumption  is  likely  to  improve  in  the  latter  part  of  the  season. 
Total  consumption  for  1959-60  will  probably  be  close  to  the  ^75,000  bales 
used  in  1958-59. 

U.S.  COTTON  EXPORTS  AT  HIGH 
LEVEL  THROUGH  FEBRUARY 

U.S.  exports  of  cotton  (all  types)  during  the  first  7  months 
(August -February)  of  1959-60  totaled  k, 162,000  bales  of  500  pounds  gross 
(^,0^8,000  running  bales) --almost  2-§  times  exports  of  1,710,000  bales  in 
the  corresponding  1958-59  period. 

February  i960  exports  of  865,000  bales  were  nearly  k  times  the 
exports  in  February  1959,  although  2k  per  cent  below  January  shipments 
of  1,1^0,000  bales. 

Total  U.S.  exports  this  season  (August-July)  are  expected  to  be 
around  6,500,000  running  bales,  compared  with  2,800,000  last  season, 
and  5,700,000  in  1957-58.    Registrations  of  cotton  under  the  1959-60 
payment -in -kind  program  for  export  before  August  1,  i960,  totaled 
6,28U,000  running  bales  as  of  April  15,  i960. 
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COTTON:    United  States  exports  of  cotton  by  country  of  destination, 
averages  1935-39  and  1950-54,  annual  1957  and  1958, 
August-February  1958-59  and  1959-60 

(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Year  beginning  August  1 


Country  of  destination 

;  Average 

1  QSft  ' 

August-February 

:1935-39; 

1950-54: 

:1958-59 

1959-60 

: 

:  1.000  ! 

1,000  . 

.  1,000 

1  1,000 

:  1,000 

.  1,000 

:  bales  : 

bales  • 

bales  ! 

bales 

:  bales 

,  bales 

38  : 

55  . 

:  15 

!  11 

16 

121  : 

182 

49 

!  28 

135 

29  : 

26 

8 

:  5 

14 

13  : 

19 

13 

:  13 

25 

431  : 

367 

199 

176 

428 

382  : 

623 

103 

:       79  : 

404 

379  : 

572  : 

154 

109 

362 

127  : 

113  : 

21 

!       11  : 

147 

14  ! 

13 

1 

:  1 

12 

1/  : 

248  : 

93 

:  77 

64 

7  ; 

24  : 

12 

•  11 

0 

142  ; 

217  j 

297  : 

187 

1 

53  : 

130  : 

0  c 

35 

27  : 

75 

42  ; 

O  1 

81  : 

12  : 

!  7 

79 

434  : 

709  : 

210  ; 

127  : 

1  L.  C 

Job 

86  , 

TIC 

113  3 

1  > 
1/ 

1/ 

0 

0  ; 

1  0 
lo  : 

1  ; 

J 

*  \ 

2,306  : 

1  CIO 

3, 512 

l,J/o  ■ 

870  i 

2,133 

I 

31  i 

67  ] 

40  ; 

:       28  : 

31 

311  : 

277 

89 

43  . 

152 

24  ; 

35  ; 

:         3  : 

1  : 

22 

30  : 

69  . 

21  : 

15  : 

2 

19 

46  ! 

9  : 

4  : 

20 

9  : 

11 

:       12  : 

10  : 

3 

8 

138 

125 

69 

189 

253 

114 

80 

:  28 

61 

 :      3/  . 

19 

31 

17 

li  ! 

40 

12  : 

18 

12 

1/ 

12 

.  1  i  /.  0 

0/  i 

:  1,174 

544 

332 

1  046 

:  80 

207 

227 

:  135 

:  170 

:  9 

l  59 

97 

!  42 

:  71 

:  85 

110 

:  182 

!  96 

:  110 

:  6 

:  37 

l  15 

:  9 

:  24 

:  2 

8 

:  22 

1/ 

:  33 

59 

46 

24 

:  17 

43 

:  4,134 

:  5.959 

:  2,895 

:  1.710 

:  4,162 

:  3.977 

:  5.717 

:  2,789 

:  1.647 

\  4,048 

1/  Less  than  500  bales.  2/  Includes  Czechoslovakia  65.  3/  If  any,  included  in 
other  countries.    4/  Includes  China  117,  and  French  Indochina  22. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  LINTERS  EXPORTS 
UP  THIS  SEASON 

U.S.  exports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  chemical  qualities,  totaled 
290,000  "bales  (500  pounds  gross)  during  the  first  7  months  (August- 
February)  of  the  current  season.    This  was  an  increase  of  73  percent  from 
the  168,000  bales  exported  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1958-59* 

Exports  in  February  i960  were  39>000  bales,  compared  with  ^5,000 
bales  in  January,  and  23,000  in  February  1959* 

Principal  destinations  of  linters  exports  during  August -February 
1959-60,  with  comparable  1958-59  figures  in  parentheses,  were:  West 
Germany  171,000  bales  (63,000);  Japan  ^2,000  (3^,000);  United  Kingdom 
3^,000  (31,000);  Netherlands  19,000  ( 1,000);  Canada  16,000  ( 19,000); 
France  ^,000  ( 15,000);  Philippines  2,000  (o);  and  Switzerland  1,000 
(2,000) . 

AGRICULTURAL  TOGO  BECOMES  INDEPENDENT 

French  Togoland,  one  of  the  world's  most  agricultural  countries, 
becomes  independent  on  April  27. 

The  new  Republic  of  Togo  (with  an  area  about  twice  that  of  Maryland) 
is  expected  to  continue  the  trade  policies  it  has  been  following  as  a 
United  Nations  Trusteeship  under  French  administration.    This  means  that 
all  suppliers  will  be  given  equal  tariff  treatment.    France,  however, 
will  probably  continue  to  be  Togo's  chief  customer  and  supplier.  In 
1958,  France  took  73  percent  of  the  country's  exports  and  supplied  ^7 
percent  of  its  imports.    Although  the  United  States  took  15  percent  of 
Togo's  exports,  the  Togolese  imported  only  a  small  quantity  of  U.S. 
goods--all  nonagricultural .    With  independence,  however,  Togo  could 
become  a  small  but  worthwhile  market  for  U.  S.  farm  products. 

In  1958,  981"  percent  of  Togo's  exports  were  farm  products.  Accord- 
ing to  Bulletin  Stat isti que  Mensuel  du  Togo,  chief  exports  that  year  were 
$5 .9  million  worth  of  cocoa  beans,  $3.7  million  coffee,  $1.6  million  palm 
kernels,  $1.1  million  cotton,  $.6  million  peanuts,  $.5  million  copra 
(dried  coconut  meat),  and  $.5  million  cassava  (manioc)  starch.  Togolese 
farmers  also  grow  yams,  cassava,  sorghum  and  millet,  corn,  and  other 
food  crops  for  their  own  use. 

BRAZIL  RAISES  WHEAT  SUPPORT  PRICE 

The  basic  producer  price  for  Brazil's  1959  wheat  crop  (harvested 
last  November-December)  was  increased  effective  March  23,  i960,  to  Cr$  850 
per  60-kilo  bag  ($2.03  per  bushel  at  190  cruzeiros  to  the  U.S.  dollar). 
This  is  the  price  flour  mills  must  pay  for  sound,  dry,  clean  wheat  with 
a  test  weight  of  78  kilos  per  hectoliter  delivered  to  mills  at  interior 
points.    When  delivered  to  ports,  the  price  is  increased  by  Cr$  50  per 
bag  ($0.12  per  bushel)  to  cover  transport  costs.    The  original  support 
price  for  the  1959  crop  was  Cr$  750  per  bag  ($1.79  per  bushel) .    It  was 
raised  in  the  hope  of  encouraging  farmers  to  devote  more  attention  to 
wheat  for  the  i960  harvest. 
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IRELAND  LIFTS  RESTRICTION 
ON  ONION  IMPORTS 

On  April  12,  Ireland  removed  the  restriction  on  imports  of  fresh  and 
dried  onions  that  had  been  in  effect  since  May  26,  1959*    Ireland  imported 
72,650  cwt.  of  onions  in  1959,  and  76,170  cut.  in  1958.    Egypt  supplied 
over  60  percent  of  the  imports  in  1959  and  about  50  percent  the  year  before. 
None  came  from  the  United  States  in  either  year. 

U.K.  USES  LESS  VEGETABLE  OIL, 
MORE  WHALE  OIL  AND  LARD,  IN  1959 

U.K.  manufacturers  of  margarine  and  compound  cooking  fats  used  a  slightly 
smaller  volume  of  vegetable  oils  in  1959,  but  tripled  usage  of  animal  fats-- 
mainly  lard — and  used  7  percent  more  whale  oil  than  in  1958.    Total  con- 
sumption of  oils  and  fats  by  these  industries  was  up  5  percent. 

Sharp  declines  in  the  use  of  coconut  and  palm  kernel  oils  were  only 
partially  offset  by  increased  use  of  soybean  and  palm  oils.    Soybean  oil 
accounted  for  10  percent  of  the  vegetable  oils  used  in  1959.    The  rise  of 
k  percent  from  1958  reflected  the  larger  imports  of  soybeans.    High  prices 
and  short  supplies  account  for  the  decline  in  coconut  oil  and  palm  kernel 
oil. 

Production  of  margarine  in  1959  was  ^-00,512  short  tons,  up  32,592 
tons  from  1958.    Output  of  compound  cooking  fats  dropped  to  1^7, 6l6  tons 
from  153,328  tons  in  1958. 


OILS  AND  FATS:    United  Kingdom,  consumption  in  margarine 

and  compound  cooking  fats  l/  in  calendar  years  1958  and  1959 


Margarine 

Compound 
cooking  fat 

Total 

Oil  or  fat  j 

1958 

1959  ' 

1958 

1959 
2/ 

1958 

:  1959 
2/ 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

short 

short  ' 

short 

short 

short 

:  short 

tons 

tons  : 

tons 

tons 

tons 

:  tons 

Vegetable  oil:  : 

Cottonseed  

Peanut  : 

5.6 
38.1 

»**5  1 
kl.k  - 

28.0 

K5 
26.9 

:  9.0 
66.1 

:  9.0 
68.3 

Soybean  : 

Coconut  ' 

10.1 

kk.Q 

19.0  • 
:    22. k  : 

9.0 
2.2 

10.1 
1.1 

19.1 
14-7.0 

:  29.1 
•  23.5 

Palm  kernel  

Palm  

lk.6 
81.8 

,    10.1  • 
91.8 

9.0 
39.2 

3.k 
37.0 

•  23.6 
121.0 

:  13.5 
128.8 

Others  

.    15.7  ' 

6.7 

5.6 

,  20.1 

.  21.3 

Total  

208.^ 

:  20*4-. 9 

97.5 

88.6 

305.9 

29^.  5 

Animal  fats  

2.2 

19.0 

9.0 

16.8 

11.2 

35.8 

Whale  oil  

:  89.6 

:  101.9 

52.6 

50.1+ 

1^2.2 

.  152. ^ 

Total  

300.2 

:  325.8 

159.1 

155.8 

^59.3 

kQl.6 

l/  A  product  comparable  to  shortening  in  the  United  States.  2/  Prelim. 


Source:     Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 
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